2 ], is bisected by a crystallographic twofold axis. Each Cu II atom is coordinated in a distorted octahedral geometry by three O atoms from two biphenyl-2,2 0 -dicarboxylate anions, one aqua O atom and two N atoms of a 4,4 0 -dimethyl-2,2 0 -bipyridine ligand. Intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds between the coordinated water molecules and the carboxylate O atoms are also present. 
The molecule of the title binuclear copper(II) complex, [Cu 2 (C 14 H 8 O 4 ) 2 (C 12 H 12 N 2 ) 2 (H 2 O) 2 ], is bisected by a crystallographic twofold axis. Each Cu II atom is coordinated in a distorted octahedral geometry by three O atoms from two biphenyl-2,2 0 -dicarboxylate anions, one aqua O atom and two N atoms of a 4,4 0 -dimethyl-2,2 0 -bipyridine ligand. Intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds between the coordinated water molecules and the carboxylate O atoms are also present. 
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Crystal data [Cu 2 (C 14 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). and O-H = 0.85 Å and were refined in the riding-model approximation. U iso (H) values were calculated at 1.5 U eq (C) for methyl groups and 1.2 U eq (C) otherwise.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms are presented as small spheres of arbitrary radius. Hydrogen-bond interactions are drawn with dashed lines. Atoms labeled(i) are generated by the symmetry code -x, y, -z + 1/2.
Crystal data 12 restraints Extinction correction: none Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods
Special details
Geometry. All e.s.d.'s (except the e.s.d. in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance mat- 
